Dear Neighbour…

As a result from last summer’s issues…. Lewes District Council planning authorities are pressurising us to apply for change of use, to part commercial use as a result of the number of dogs kept. Even though, we are not a commercial enterprise in any shape or form with regards to the dogs.
I can appreciate and only sympathize with apologies in respect to the Noise Nuisance created from our pups last summer while we where at work, and unaware of the situation at the time. But by many, the underhandedly way that this was pursued was, in my opinion, unorthodox. Only one, who will remain anonymous, came forward with a letter through our door making us aware of the noise issues; which they would agree, the noise was resolved shortly after.

For us, the last year has been agonisingly stressful and a burden… and continues to be!!! Our main concern here is the welfare and future of our dogs! they are our children/pets.
Admittedly, there is a couple of minutes of noise when we load the dogs up in the van for training during the winter period; usually four times a week (Oct through to April) … of which one and half of those months, is spent out of England.

We can try our best to reduce this even further, but the dogs love to run and they know when there going out!
During the summer months… it’s there rest period! They cover over 1000 miles during the winter, so they deserve to rest… the only small amount of noise that may occur during the summer months, is when the females are in heat/season… it’s a boy thing!!! And currently active this month! In my opinion, this is less regular lower key noise then other noises from seagulls/children/other dogs kept and passing traffic around our properties in general, which we do not have any problem with at all!
In respect to the number of dogs kept here/suitability!  Our kennelling within the curtilage of the dwelling house holds X comfortably. Kennelling for the dogs, is purely mainly for there resting/safe haven. Each unit house’s two dogs and roughly the size of a quarantine kennel, managed to a high standard.
Considerations….
· the kennel is covered/handled 98% of the time now

· we have a weekly collection for all dog waste 

· regularly cleaning with professional cleaning materials to also ensure minimal odour occurs
· dogs are regularly vaccinated, echinococcus and tick treated
We feel we are responsible dog/home owners and do our up most to maintain the keeping of our dogs to also ensure this has a very minimal impact to our neighbours and the environment; although our options are now limited to….
1. apply for planning permission, which would need your support

2. for us to sale up and for myself to relocate to another country with the dogs, which would mean the separation of Donna and I, as Donna has no intention in leaving England, her family and life here in England
3. uncertainty (updated 24/09/09 due to misrepresentation)
With regards to option 3; the dogs are unsuitable for re-homing as pets, they are genetically bred for our hobby of sled dog racing and are not suitable for anyone taking on a dog. Husky re-homing is not very successful because of the type of exercise they need in harness. 99.9% of homes will not have the equipment, expertise and companion dogs to exercise the dogs as required and without running on sled / training cart, the dogs mental and physical health would suffer making them a problem in a "pet home environment". Because of the breeds special needs re-homing is not an option.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter… any comments or concerns, please post back anonymous, or address letter if you wish a reply.

Our planning application is due to be submitted by the 3rd August 2009. Adjacent properties will be notified in due cause there after.
Best wishes
Steve                 PS: for those that may want to learn a little more about the dogs…. please see attached sheet.

	The Winterpaws team starts quad training in England at the beginning of October, at the first drop in temperature. Alaskan huskies do not like working in temperature pretty much above 10c, along with a high humidity.

These dogs excel and love to work in harness and thrive in conditions of 5c and below. So we try our best to utilise the fresh mornings and cold evenings for training.
Each dog can pull in excess of three times its own body weight on short distances, so pulling a 418lbs quad bike plus my weight, is at no difficulty between eight dogs, its in there blood, to pull hard for the love of it!
We tend to start on 6.5km runs, and build up to 23 km runs at day intervals of three on two off, and one on one off each week.
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	The overall distance the team achieves by the end of training in England come mid December, is around 370km.
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	Swedish training (latter part of December onwards)
The Winterpaws team spends around three to four whole weeks in Sweden training, so that we can get some snow under the dog’s feet, plus gain some sled experience prior to the race!
It’s here, where we can really embrace the spirit of the north; at average temperatures of around 0c to -20c.
Normally we start on 32km runs… and build up to 60km runs a day, on a set router, two on, one off!
The average speed over a 32km run in season 08/09, was recorded around 29kmh.

Dog food for eight dogs was in excess of 6kg of dry (soaked) and 4kg of meat per a day.

The overall distance the team achieved by the end of the Swedish training period, was around 600km, which included one mounting trip.



	At the races (latter part of January)
The Winterpaws team has for the last two years competed in and successfully completed the Alpen Trail, Sanction by the European Sled Dog Racing Association.
The Alpen Trial is a 300km race that takes place in the challenging and very beautiful high-alpine terrain of the Swiss/Italian Alps, with a total elevation of 5793m, split into 6 stages.
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The stages take place in locations Lü, Prags / Cortina and Sexten (The dolomites).

Spirit of the Alps… it’s a team effect!!!
For more information….. please visit our website www.winterpaws.com



